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Stolen so far this year: 691 trailers, 743 excavators, 220 dumpers, 137 rollers, 82 telescopic handlers 
& 65 tractors - Donõt buy used equipment without checking it first with TER - Ã25+VAT/search.  

See TERõs website for search terms and conditions - www.ter-europe.org

in the Welsh borders which resulted in the 
recovery of four telehandlers, a Bobcat 
and a Kubota mini-excavator. One of the 
telehandlers, a Cat TH63, was bearing a 
real Australian identity, although it had 
been stolen from London in 2003. In 
addition, a Manitou MT932 was found to 
have a French identity - the real one is still 
in France - this one had been stolen from 
Surrey in 2004. 
The total value of the recovered equipment 
is in excess of Ã120,000.  
Police Sergeant Simon Heeley of Dyfed-

Powys Police said TERõs assistance 
had been invaluable. òWe found TER 
especially effective when we located a 
JCB telehandler abandoned in woodland,ó 
he said. òWithin minutes of contacting TER, 
they were able to provide us with full details 
and confirm it was stolen.ó The recovered 
equipment is owned by Norwich Union, 
MMA Insurance, Royal Sun Alliance, ACE 
Europe, HSB Haughton, AXA Insurance 
and Zurich Financial Services and, once 
the police release it, will be sold by TER on 
behalf of insurers.
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Seven stolen Kubota mini-excavators were 
recovered in April from a Hertfordshire plant 
yard. They were being stored in the back of a 
trailer which had ôEat More Chipsõ sign-written 
down its side!  

The joint Hertfordshire and Thames Valley 
Police operation, codenamed Buenos Aires 
and supported by TER, found that the Kubotas 
had been stolen a month before from a plant 
hire company near Milton Keynes. 

òThe recovery of nearly Ã100,000 worth of plant 
and equipment stolen from the Milton Keynes police area in 
April 2005 is mainly down to the efforts of the two investigators 
from TER,ó said Det Sgt Richard Morton of Milton Keynes 
Police Station, Thames Valley Police, the officer responsible 
for running the operation.

Seven minis 
seized...
òIn an effort to drive down 
the cost of equipment related 
crime and fraud while 
improving the recovery of 
stolen equipment, Norwich 
Union are closely examining 
ways in which we can extend 
our support for TERõs work with 
the police and ourselves.ó
Paul Sullivan, Norwich Union 

òWithout their efforts the property would undoubtedly not have 
been recovered and this is a good example of the police working 
with other agencies to reduce and detect crime.ó  Paul Sullivan, 
Norwich Unionõs property underwriting manager, added: òBoth 
we and our client are delighted that the equipment has been 
recovered by TERó. 

At first glance nothing looks untoward...

Ifor 
Express
There are around 6,500 stolen 
Ifor Williams trailers on TERõs 
database. Purchasers should take 
great care when buying a used 
trailer. Has the identification data 
been interfered with? Are you 
being offered the trailer in a pub 
car park, for cash, with no receipt? 
How was the trailer advertised? Did you view the trailer at the 
keeperõs premises?

During recent operations with the Derbyshire and 
Nottinghamshire Police, TER identified eight stolen Ifor Williams 
trailers, valued at Ã12,000. All the trailers had been stolen over 
the previous six weeks from Lincolnshire, Cambridgeshire and 
Northamptonshire. A man was arrested.

Ifor Williams Trailers (IWT) register all their new sales with TER, 
and both companies regularly exchange trailer theft data.

Essex yard hit again 
Four Kubota mini-excavators (U20HG, U25-3G x 2, and U45-3G) 
and three Thwaites dumpers (2 tonne, and 3 tonne x 2), valued 
at Ã150,000 were stolen on 20th July from Leach Lewisõs yard 
at Waltham Cross in Essex. In March this year the same yard 
had Ã100,000 of Kubota mini-excavators stolen. Anyone with 
any information on either theft should contact the police, Leach 
Lewis or TER.

JCB hit at Rocester HQ
On 25th May, thieves broke into the plant park at JCBõs HQ 
at Rocester in Staffordshire and stole two new 3CX backhoe 
loaders. They are still missing. If you have any information on 
this theft please call the Staffordshire Police, JCB or TER. JCB 
are offering a Ã10,000 reward - call 01889 590312. 

Trans-Atlantic connectivity
TERõs sister company in the United States of America is 
the National Equipment Register (www.nerusa.com). If you 
operate in the US as well as the UK, you should get registered 
in America.




